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Goals 

This course develops students’ basic skills of textual interpretation.  We will practice various readings 

techniques (e.g. close reading, reading for the plot) and familiarize ourselves with literary terminology 

and its application.  The texts we will read represent different genres (autobiographies, short stories, 

poems) and span more than 300 years of German-Jewish cultural history.  We will therefore explore 

key religious, cultural and political concepts with an emphasis on their manifestation in the works of 

German speaking Jewish writers.  The intent of this course is to help you establish a framework of 

critical reading and communicative skills in German, which will assist you in subsequent study of 

German literature, culture, politics and history.  Language practice in this course will focus on: 

-reading and listening strategies that you will need to access authentic sources (literature, articles, 

internet resources, television broadcasts, films) 

-oral and written proficiency in narrating events, describing a person or place of interest, arguing a 

point of view, persuading, and taking a critical stance in relation to an argument or text  

A note on the readings: the majority of readings will be very challenging, and you are expected to 

make use of outside help (English translations and annotated editions) to aid your understanding as 

you read.  However- discussion of the texts will be in German, so take your notes as you read in 

German. 

 

Course Materials 

The Jews of Germany: A Historical Portrait by Ruth Gay –available at the Trinity Bookstore.  

While this particular source of historical and cultural context is in English (for the sake of 

expediency), take notes on it as you read in German, and we will discuss it in German in class.  A 

good translation exercise! 

Review Grammar (recommended). You will find a review grammar a very useful reference tool 

for writing. A good grammar is, for example: Wells, Larry D. Handbuch zur deutschen 

Grammatik.Wiederholen und anwenden. Heinle, 6th ed.  2015.  It is readily available in used format on 

Amazon. 

Other Texts: most of the readings will be available on Moodle, as handouts in class, or on-line at 

Projekt Gutenberg www.projekt-gutenberg.org. 

  These texts will be clearly marked in the syllabus (PG).  Some of our texts are available in 

annotated versions on-line through Dartmouth College: 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~german/annotext.html 

http://www.projekt-gutenberg.org/


A good additional resource for historical, cultural and aesthetic context can be found online at: 

http://www.literaturwelt.com/epochen.html 

You will need a good German-English, English-German dictionary.  I recommend the Harper 

Collins College or Standard Edition; the Langenscheidt College Edition is also adequate.  You are 

also welcome to use on-line dictionaries such as (www.leo.org or www.linguee.com are good 

choices). 

Readings and Participation: you will be expected to have completed the readings on time for each 

class session and to have taken notes.  I will ask each of you during the course of a class period to 

react to the text, be it in the form of a question or comment.  It is essential that you participate in 

the discussion on a regular basis, not only for a livelier classroom dynamic, but also because I know 

that deep down, each one of you will have something to say about the texts.  I welcome any and all 

comments, as long as they are made in good faith and with respect for the text, your fellow students 

and me.   

Midterm: there will be an in class midterm exam on March 12th, consisting of several short essay 

reactions to quotes taken from our readings thus far.  You will be asked to provide a brief summary 

of the historical, lyrical and technical aspects of the larger work from which the quote is taken, as 

well as to situate the quote within the logic of that work.  More details will be discussed in class.   

Writing Assignments: you will be asked to write two short papers (2-3 pages) and one longer final 

paper (5-7 pages).  I will grade the first version of your paper but give you the opportunity to revise 

and resubmit for a higher grade.  The final grade will be the average of your two grades.  You are 

welcome to work with a tutor on the revised version of the paper, but also feel free to come and see 

me.  We will also engage in short grammar reviews periodically throughout the semester and I will 

provide guidelines and grading expectations in advance of your first paper.   

Presentations: each student will be asked to give a 10 minute presentation on a topic of their 

choosing (from a list of suggestions generated by me) throughout the course of the semester.  Prior 

to your presentation you will be responsible for submitting at least three discussion questions to the 

class via Moodle, at the latest by midnight of the night before your presentation.  You will be graded 

on the grammar and content of your presentation, so please feel free to review your presentation 

notes with me beforehand (notes are fine, but please don’t type out a word for word copy of your 

presentation).  You must also bring in a handout summarizing the main points and queries of your 

presentation for everyone in the class.  

Homework/Quiz: in addition to reading the primary source texts assigned for each session, you 

will also be responsible for additional background reading and the preparation of some questions 

related to that background reading (not every session will be assigned additional background 

reading).  There will also be one quiz, in the second week of the semester, on vocabulary.   

 

http://www.literaturwelt.com/epochen.html
http://www.leo.org/
http://www.linguee.com/


Assessment: 

2 Short Papers    20% 

Midterm      20% 

Attendance/Participation *   20% 

Presentations     10% 

Homework/Quiz    10% 

Final Paper     20% 

 

Sonstiges: Be on time and be responsible in regard to your absences.  I will strictly enforce the 

College policy on excused/unexcused absences (including those for religious observances), so please 

review it in the Student Handbook and contact me in advance of any missed classes.  An unexcused 

absence (i.e. one that takes me by surprise) will drop your final grade for the course by a third (a B+ 

would become a B, for example).   

Penalties at Trinity for cheating or plagiarizing are severe and can include suspension or expulsion. 

For the final paper in this class, be knowledgeable of the Modern Language Association style of 

citation (MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Ed. Joseph Gibaldi. Trinity Library Call #: 

LB2369.G53 1999).  

Trinity College is committed to creating an inclusive and accessible learning environment consistent 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you have approval for academic accommodations, 

please share your accommodation letter during the first two weeks of the semester or a minimum of 

10 days prior to needing your accommodations.  Please be sure to meet with me privately to discuss 

implementation of your accommodations. 

If you do not have a letter, but have a disability requiring academic accommodations, or have 

questions about applying for accommodations, please contact Lori Clapis, Coordinator of 

Accessibility Resources at 860-297-4025 or at Lori.Clapis@trincoll.edu. 

 

Kursprogramm  

(Änderungen vorbehalten) 
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Woche 1: (21.-23 Januar)-  erste Sitzung Einführung in den Kurs, zweite Sitzung 

Lektüre zu Max Frischs Kurzgeschichte  Der andorranische Jude und Ruth Gay Chapter 

One, Origins.  

 

Anfänge 

Woche 2: (28.-30 Januar)-  Erste Sitzung Quiz zum Wortschatz! Ruth Gay Chapters 

Two and Three (Notizen immer auf Deutsch), Auszüge aus den Memoiren der 

Glückel von Hameln, Martin Luther, Auszüge 

Haskalah 

Woche 3: (4.-6. Februar)- Ruth Gay Chapter 4 (The Age of Moses Mendelssohn, Pressures 

for Change), 1.000 Jahre deutsche Literatur Die Aufklärung (bis zu Seite 215, Notizen 

machen!), Moses Mendelssohn, Auszüge aus Jerusalem (German and English), 

Immanuel Kant, Was ist Aufklärung  Erste kurze Arbeit fällig am Donnerstag 

Mendelssohn als Ideal- Nathan der Weise 

Woche 4: (11.-13. Februar)- Moses Mendelssohn, Jerusalem und GE Lessing, Nathan 

der Weise (Auszüge- Projekt Gutenberg und Dartmouth Annnotext- auf Moodle) 

Das Leben einer jüdischen Frau 

Woche 5: (18. Februar- keine Sitzung Donnerstag, Trinity Days!)- Ruth Gay 

Chapter 4 (Emergence into Social Life), Texte zu Rahel Varnhagen 

Identität and Nation 

Woche 6: (25.-27. Februar)- Varnhagen zu Ende, Ruth Gay Chapter 5, Heinrich 

Heine, Auszug aus Deutschland, eine Winterreise, Prinzessin Sabbat 

Identität und das Politische Wesen 

Woche 7: (3.-5. März)-  Karl Marx, Zur Judenfrage MIDTERM PRÜFUNG 

DONNERSTAG 

Woche 8: (10.-12. März)-  Ruth Gay Chapter 6, nochmal Karl Marx, und Theodor 

Herzl, Der Judenstaat 



 

Woche 9: Kein Sitzungen- Spring Break! 

Das 20 Jahrhundert- vor dem Krieg 

Woche 10: (24.-26.)- Deutsche Literatur im Kontext Das 20. Jahrhundert (Seiten 125-187) 

Freud, Auszüge aus der Traumdeutung und Der Mann Moses und die Monotheistische Religion  

(Referat zu Gershom Scholem?) Zweite kurze Arbeit fällig am Donnerstag 

Woche 11: (31. März-2. April)-  Franz Kafka, Die Synagoge von Thamühl, Auszüge aus 

dem Brief an den Vater (Referat zu Walter Benjamin?) 

Woche 12: (7.-9. April)- Else Lasker-Schüler, Gedichte, Elias Canetti  

Schoah- die Grenzen der Sprache und des Lebens 

Woche 13: (14.-16. April)-  Nelly Sachs, Gedichte, und Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in 

Jerusalem, Paul Celan, Todesfuge auf www.celan-projekt.de   

Woche 14: (21.-23. April)-  Deutsch-jüdische Autoren der Gegenwart 

Woche 15: (28.-29. April) abschliessende Diskussion 

 

Letzte Arbeit fällig am 6. Mai- per Email als PDF oder Word Datei 

http://www.celan-projekt.de/

