
THE CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION 
HIST-354-01 Fall 2016 

Mondays, 6:30 – 9:10 p.m.  
Seabury 204 
#HIST354 

 
Professor: Alexander Manevitz 
Office: Seabury 117 
Office hours: Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and by appointment 
Email: Alexander.Manevitz@trincoll.edu 

 
Course Description and Objectives 
 
 When Confederate forces opened fire on the Union’s Fort Sumter, a small island 
fortress in Charleston Harbor, in April 1861 they started the Civil War. Or, maybe the 
Civil War started when Lincoln won the presidential election of 1860 and southern states 
seceded. Perhaps, instead, we might say the Civil War began with an increased wave of 
anti-slavery activism in the antebellum period, or any number of congressional 
compromises about western territories, or the in the very framework of the constitution, 
or even as far back as the 1619 when British colonists at Jamestown purchased “20 and 
odd” Africans and slavery took root in the area that would become the United States. In 
this course we will explore all of these points of origin and how they shaped the nation 
before, during, and after the Civil War and Reconstruction.  
 As much as the Civil War was a culmination of centuries of history, it was also a 
moment of fundamental rupture, transformation, and opportunity. The war, 
reconstruction, and their reverberations shook the whole nation—north and south. At the 
center of this tumultuous time was the destruction of slavery—on which the nation had 
been built—and the reconstruction of freedom, labor, and capital across the country.  

Instead of trying to cover every event in the history of the Civil War and 
Reconstruction in one semester, this course will highlight the social, political, economic, 
and cultural forces that shaped the epoch and changed the nation. Some of the issues we 
will investigate include: the causes and effects of the American Civil War, slavery, 
emancipation and freedom, race, racism and racial violence, gender and the role of 
women in the war and its aftermath, shifts in American labor, and historical memory. 
 
In this course, we will: 

- Develop a more nuanced and specific understanding of the Civil War and its 
causes—specifically the role of slavery and freedom. 

- Grapple with the goals, transformations, and failures of Reconstruction, how 
they are reflected in the world around us today, and realize our responsibilities 
and opportunities to take up that work ourselves.  

- Identify how and why the histories of the Civil War and Reconstruction are an 
ongoing conversation that are shaped by, and shape, our present social and 
political landscape. 
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- Hone the critical skills required to analyze primary and secondary sources—in 
their various written, visual, aural, and material forms—in order to identify 
and develop historical arguments.  

 
Expectations 
 
1. Respect: The foremost principle of any classroom has to be respect. We must ensure 
we are actively contributing to, and fostering, an environment of respect for all members 
of the class and our ideas. With that in mind, we can all feel safe taking intellectual risks 
as we learn. No one will be 100% right 100% of the time, but there are plenty of ways to 
respectfully and constructively disagree, just as there are plenty of ways to respectfully 
express our ideas.  
 
2.Attendance and participation: Your learning depends upon your participation. 
Punctuality and attendance is therefore expected at all class meetings. If you are more 
than 15 minutes late, you will be marked absent for the day. You are also expected to 
contribute actively to the class. Thoughtful comments in class are central to this task, but 
conversations during office hours and other engagement with the course material outside 
of class will be considered too. Please note, participating in class discussions involves 
creating spaces for your classmates to participate too.  
 
3. Reading: This is an advanced history seminar and there is a significant amount of 
reading assigned for each class. The length and density will vary, but the need to 
complete them will remain constant. We will spend time each class discussing the 
readings in depth, but we will not summarize them in their entirety. Readings are for the 
day they are listed, which means an assignment under 9/12, for instance, should be 
completed in preparation for class that day.  
 
4. Computers: These classes are discussion-based seminars and you will never need to 
transcribe the class word for word. The distractions presented by computers hinder an 
open class dynamic. Please print and bring all readings to class. If printing is cost 
prohibitive, speak with me and I will provide the printed material for you. If you a have 
specific reason that necessitates the use of a computer in class, speak with the professor at 
the beginning of the semester (and see academic accommodations below). Mobile 
devices must be turned off.  
  
5. Professor responsibilities: My goal is to help everyone in the class learn and succeed. 
As such, I will do my best to foster an open and collaborative classroom environment, 
and to be available outside of class via email, during office hours, or by appointment to 
provide feedback on your work or receive feedback on my own. 
 
The assignments detailed below are designed to facilitate critical engagement with 
history as a field and as a discipline. They are not intended to trick you or make you 
figure out some hidden way to do well. Please read the syllabus, assignments, and prior 
communications from me carefully. If anything is still unclear, about the course or the 
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assignments, please do no hesitate to ask. Keep in mind, however, that I am not 
constantly checking my email so please allow adequate response time. 
 
 
Statement on Academic Integrity 
 
Intellectual integrity is the cornerstone of good scholarship and good learning. Plagiarism 
of any kind will not be tolerated or excused. There is no mitigating circumstance, ever, 
for plagiarism. Whenever you draw upon somebody else’s words or ideas to make a 
point, give them credit in a footnote. Plagiarism is more often the result of haste or 
carelessness than it is the result of deliberate dishonesty. As such, make sure to clearly 
distinguish and attribute your thoughts from those of others, in your writing and your 
note taking. Do not wait to the last minute to complete assignments. Procrastination 
fosters desperation, which in turn leads to plagiarism.  
 
Students of Trinity College are held to the Student Integrity Contract. Students should be 
familiar with the principles outlined by the contract and must understand and respect the 
intellectual property of other people. Your work will be graded according to the rubric 
designed by your instructor. Cheating and plagiarizing will be dealt with according to 
university guidelines. A plagiarized essay will result in a failing grade for the course. 
Only original work, done by the student, should be submitted to the instructor. 
Plagiarism, cheating, or other incidents of academic dishonesty will be reviewed and 
reported as outlined by the Academic Affairs Committee. Their rules and procedures can 
be read here: http://internet2.trincoll.edu/facman/doc0009.html 
 
Students with Academic Accommodations 
 
Trinity College complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you have a 
documented disability and have been approved for academic accommodations, please 
present your accommodations letter privately during the instructor's office hours over the 
first two weeks of the semester. If you do not have a letter, but have a disability requiring 
academic accommodations, or have questions about applying for accommodations, please 
contact Lori Clapis, Disability Coordinator, at (860) 297-4025 or 
Lori.Clapis@trincoll.edu. 
 
The Writing Center 
 
You are encouraged to use the Writing Center, staffed by specially trained Writing 
Associates, to improve your writing-no matter your skill level. I suggest taking your 
writing projects to the Writing Center several times during the process of composing. To 
reserve an appointment via the online scheduling system use: 
https://trincoll.mywconline.com/.  The main Writing Center is in room 109 of the English 
House at 115 Vernon Street. For more information about hours and Writing Associates, 
please visit: http://writingcenter.trincoll.edu. Drop-ins are welcome.  
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Evaluation 
Attendance and participation:  25% 
Reading Responses: 10% 
In-Class Presentation: 5% 
Two Primary Source Analyses: 30% 
Final Paper and Wikipedia Contribution: 30% 
 
All assignments are due as hardcopies and uploaded to the assignments sections of 
Moodle at the start of class on the day that they are due. Please make sure the assignment 
is paper-clipped and not stapled, and that each page is numbered with your name on it. 
Assignments should all be double-spaced and in a reasonable 12-pt font.   
 
Late assignments lose a third of a letter grade per day. E.g., a B paper submitted the 
morning after it was due, will receive a B-. Papers more than 72 hours late will receive an 
F. No extensions will be granted.  
 
In addition, you are expected to master the citation style that is common among 
historians.  This style is known as Chicago Style. The full manual is available at most 
bookstores and the reference section at the library. A quick guide can be accessed here: 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 
 
Course Texts 
The following texts are required. They are available at the campus bookstore and on 
reserve at the library. In the interest of cost, you can also purchased these books used 
from local bookstores around the country on abebooks.com, though shipping time may 
vary so please plan ahead. Other readings will be made available on the course’s 
website.  
 
Berlin, Ira. The Making of African America: The Four Great Migrations  
Blight, David. A Slave No More: Two Men Who Escaped to Freedom, Including Their 
Own Narratives of Emancipation. 
Blight, David. Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory. 
Dew, Charles. Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes
 of the Civil War. 
Fetter-Vorm, Jonathan and Ari Kelman. Battle Lines: A Graphic History of the Civil War. 
Foner, Eric. Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877.  
Manning, Chandra. What This Cruel War was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the Civil War. 
Waldstreicher, David. Slavery’s Constitution: From Revolution to Ratification. 
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Course Schedule [subject to change] 
 
(9/12) Class 1: Introductions and Overviews 

- Jonathan Fetter-Vorm and Ari Kelman, Battle Lines: A Graphic History of the 
Civil War (New York: Hill and Wang, 2015).  

 
(9/19) Class 2: Slavery in the United States Before the Civil War 

- David Waldstreicher, Slavery’s Constitution from Revolution to Ratification.  
- Ira Berlin, The Making of African America: The Four Great Migrations, 

Chapters 2-3. 
 
(9/26) Class 3: Origins and Causes of the Civil War  

- Edward Baptist, The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of 
American Capitalism, Introductions and Chapters 1-3. 

- Charles Dew, Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and 
the Causes of the Civil War. 

- Jefferson Davis’ Inaugural Address (1861): 
o https://jeffersondavis.rice.edu/Content.aspx?id=88 

- Declaration of Causes of Seceding States (Georgia, Mississippi, South 
Carolina, Texas, and Virginia) 

o http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/primarysources/declaration
ofcauses.html 

 
(10/3) Class 4: Why Men Fought in the Civil War 

- Chandra Manning, What This Cruel War was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the 
Civil War (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2007). 

- Stephanie McCurry, “The Two Faces of Republicanism: Gender and 
Proslavery Politics in Antebellum South Carolina,” The Journal of American 
History Vol. 78, No. 4 (March 1992), pp. 1245-1264. 

 
(10/10) Trinity Days – No class 
 
(10/17) Class 5: Women in the North and South during the Civil War 

- Stephanie McCurry, Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil 
War South, Prologue and Chapters 3-5. 

- Nina Silber, Daughters of the Union: Northern Women Fight the Civil War, 
Chapters 3-6. 

 
(10/24) Class 6: Self-Emancipation and the War the Slaves Made 

- W.E.B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction: An Essay Toward a History of the 
Part of Which Black Folk Played in the Attempt to Reconstruct Democracy in 
America, 1860-1880. Chapter 4: “General Strike.” Free download here: 
https://archive.org/details/blackreconstruc00dubo 

- Steven Hahn, “Did We Miss the Greatest Slavery Rebellion in Modern 
History?” The Political Worlds of Slavery and Freedom, Chapter 2.  
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- David Blight, A Slave No More: Two Men Who Escaped to Freedom, 
Including Their Own Narratives of Emancipation.  

o Group 1: Prologue, Chapter 1, and “Memories of the Past” by John 
Washington. 

o Group 2: Prologue, Chapter 2, and “The Journal of Wallace Turnage.” 
Primary Source Analysis 1 Due 
 
(10/31) Class 7: Emancipation Proclamation, or Who Freed the Slaves? 

- Eric Foner, Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery, Preface and 
Chapters 6 – 8. 

- Carla Peterson, Black Gotham: A Family History of African Americans in 
Nineteenth-Century New York City, Introduction and Chapter 7: “The Draft 
Riots: July 1863.” 

- Abraham Lincoln, The Emancipation Proclamation 
http://digitalhistory.hsp.org/pafrm/doc/emancipation-proclamation-january-1-
1863 

 
(11/7) Class 8: Reconstruction as a Revolution 

- Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877, 
Preface and Chapters 1-3. 

- Amy Dru Stanley, “Slave Emancipation and the Revolutionizing of Human 
Rights,” in Gregory Downs and Kate Masur, eds. The World the Civil War 
Made. 
 

(11/14) Class 9: Reconstructing Politics 
- Foner, Reconstruction, Chapters 5-8.  
- Steven Hahn, A Nation Under Our Feet: Black Political Struggles in the 

Rural South from Slavery to the Great Migration, Chapter 4. 
Final Paper Proposal Due 
 
(11/21) Class 10: Reconstructing Labor 

- Foner, Reconstruction, Chapters 4 and 10.  
- Thavolia Glymph, Out of the House of Bondage: The Transformation of the 

Plantation Household, Introduction and Chapters 5-6.  
- Moon-Ho Jung, “Outlawing ‘Coolies’: Race, Nation, and Empire in the Age 

of Emancipation,” American Quarterly 57, no. 3 (September 2005): 677-701 
- Sven Beckert, “Emancipation and Empire: Reconstructing the Worldwide 

Web of Cotton Production in the Age of the American Civil War,” American 
Historical Review, 109 (2004), 1405-1438. 

 
(11/28) Class 11: Reconstructing Memory 

- David Blight, Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory, 
Prologue, Chapters 3-6, 8-9, and Epilogue.  

- Gone With the Wind (movie) 
Primary Source Analysis 2 Due 
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(12/5) Class 12: “Redemption” and Reconstructing Racism  
- Foner, Reconstruction, Chapters 9, and 11-12.  
- Leon Litwack, Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow, 

Preface and Chapter 6.  
- Ida B. Wells, Lynch Law in America 

Extended Office Hours this week to discuss final papers. 
 
(12/12) Class 13: The Great Migration 

- Ira Berlin, The Making of African American: The Four Great Migrations, 
chapters 4-5. 

- Davarian Baldwin, "'Our newcomers to the city': The Great Migration and the 
Making of Modern Mass Culture," in W. Fitzhugh Brundage Ed. Beyond 
Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 
1890-1930. 

 
 
Final Papers Due: 12/19 at 6:30 PM 


