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The Digital Image of the City   
Trinity College  ||  AMST409 

 
Professor Jen Jack Gieseking    M 1.15-3.55 in McCook 305 
Jack.Gieseking@trincoll.edu    Office hrs: W 11-2 or by appt 
Office: Seabury T-405    Office hrs location: twitter.com/jgieseking 
 
DESCRIPTION 
With half the world’s population now in cities, policymakers and activists are focused on the 
promise of smart urbanism. Smart urbanism deploys technology and data to tackle issues 
from gentrification and pollution to access to public spaces and improved walkability. How 
does this focus affect the growth of equal and just cities? This interdisciplinary course focuses 
on modern cities to connect global urban issues to the intimate experiences of everyday life.  
 
This particular semester begins the development of a multi-year project to develop an archive 
of the Trinity Community Learning Initiative, the oldest such program in the country. As a 
culmination to this work, you will bring together the theory, literature, and your own research 
and data analysis of past CLI courses in an online, digital, and public archive of the Trinity CLI 
Public Archive. You will reflect on this research in a series of papers and a creative project 
throughout the semester which speak to the meaning of the relationship between the city and 
college—what it is, can, and should be. As a project of public engagement, we will collaborate 
with city employees, activists, artists, and/or non-profit organizations throughout the 
semester to make recommendations appropriate to Hartford’s needs. 
 
LEARNING GOALS 
Through in class discussions, research, and writing assignments, you will develop fluency in 
cutting-edge issues around urban issues and hone your own position in these debates. You 
will learn the process of social science research by collecting your own data about the city, 
and then making, procuring, and analyzing datasets relevant to your research topic via the 
construction of a public archive. This project will allow you to develop your verbal, spatial, and 
critical thinking skills by reviewing city issues through the lens of the archive, as well as 
through core and cutting-edge readings on urbanization. You will develop a robust 
understanding of the role of the archive, college, and city, and how each can support the 
development of the exchange of knowledge exchange by the production of a public archive. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS & COURSE WEBSITE  
Required texts: 
• Gieseking, Jen Jack, William Mangold, Cindi Katz, Setha Low, and Susan Saegert, eds. 

2014. The People, Place, & Space Reader (PPSR). New York: Routledge. 
• Dougherty, Jack, and contributors. 2017. On The Line: How Schooling, Housing, and Civil 

Rights Shaped Hartford and Its Suburbs. Amherst, MA: Amherst College Press. 
http://ontheline.trincoll.edu/book/.  

• Course packet. Pick up from Seabury 403 (Veronica Zuniga) after September 15th.  
 
Course website:  
• http://commons.trincoll.edu/amst-digitalcity/  
 



 2 

ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING 
All papers must be double-spaced in Times New Roman 12 point font with 1” margins, using 
Harvard or Chicago citation format. All papers must be printed and handed in at the 
beginning of class. If  you are late the day a due, your paper is also late.  
 
Class Participation & Attendance (15%): This seminar requires your active participation in 

order to produce a lively, focused, and productive classroom experience for you and all of 
your peers. Participation will be determined by attendance and contributions made in 
class, which are a major component of your grade. This includes required fields trips. 
Missing more than 1.5 classes will lead to losing half a letter grade for the course. 

 
Blog Journal (10%) – This journal will serve as an archive of our research process together. 

From 9/26 through 12/5 (excluding 10/3 and 11/7), you will write two paragraph blog 
posts that answer the following questions. In the first paragraph: what have you done in 
your archival research this week? What did you discover in this process? In the second 
paragraph: drawing on any one reading from the week’s reading, what insight do you want 
to share with the class about your material? Explain the author’s argument, than add your 
thoughts. Post to Wp by noon on the day of class. 

 
Alongside the co-construction of the Trinity CLI Public Archive through research and the 
structuring of an information architecture for the TCLIPA site, you will conduct a series of 
assignments over the semester, briefly described below.  
• 9/19 Short Reflection (5%) – Reflect on the following in a 3-page essay: What is a city? 

What is Hartford to you? What is Trinity? What is an archive? How should they be in 
conversation?  

• 10/3 Archival Research Essay (15%) – You will write this formal analytical essay of 7-10 
pages by answering one from a set of questions about the readings assigned in the 
course. You will select an activist and/or community archive in class on September 19th, 
and then research that archive and examine their online holdings and history, as well as 
scholarship on that archive. This includes uploading materials on your individual course. 

• 11/7 Creative Project (10%) – To connect your research of CLI courses to our lives and 
social world, you will work collaboratively with other students to produce scholarship in the 
form of a creative project. Take photographs, videos, gather mental maps, walk the city 
and gather participant observations as they relate to the individual and team CLI courses 
you are archiving. You will then present what you learned in a creative format that is 
suitable for circulating amongst your peers and public. This includes uploading materials 
on your group course. 

• 12/12 Final Presentations (15%) – On your own in a brief presentation, share your ideas 
about what is the relationship between the city and college. Draw upon your own and 
peers’ archival research in this course, as well as your research of other community 
and/or activist archives. 

• 12/15 Final Research Paper (25%) – In a final 18 to 20-page research paper, examine 
the contributions you, your team, and your peers made to the CLI archive. What is the 
relationship between the city and college as revealed in these materials? What is, can, 
and should it be? How can and should the TCLIPA contribute to this relationship? Draw 
upon your Archival Research Essay and Creative Project to think more broadly about the 
present and future of the Trinity CLI Public Archive.  
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COLLABORATION 
All write-ups, reviews, documentation and other written material must be original and may not 
be derived from other sources. However, we have a relaxed collaboration policy for this course 
in that you will be developing your ideas with your research working groups. As such you 
should always be clear on what part of the work you hand in is your own, what parts come 
from other sources, and what parts are collaborative. Generally if you are exchanging 
information through a written, video, or visual medium then it rises to the level of something 
that you should report when you hand in your assignment; this may be most easily seen to 
when citing your peers’ blog work in your final paper when appropriate. You will not be 
penalized for collaboration; it is just important for us to get a better sense of what you and 
your fellow students know. Failure to cite work that you draw from other sources is a violation 
of the college’s Academic Honor Code.  
 
STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & ACADEMIC ACCOMODATIONS 
Students of Trinity College are held to the Student Integrity Contract, which can be found in 
full in the Student Handbook. Your work will be graded according to the rubric designed by 
your instructor. Cheating and plagiarizing will be dealt with according to university guidelines. 
Respect and responsibility are core to your life as a Trinity student—enjoy applying, 
developing, and even honing them in our time in this course. If you have a documented 
disability and have been approved for academic accommodations, please present your 
accommodations letter privately during the instructor’s office hours over the first two weeks of 
the semester. If you do not have a letter, but have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations, or have questions about applying for accommodations, please contact Lori 
Clapis, Disability Coordinator, at Lori.Clapis@trincoll.edu. 
 

Tentative Course Schedule 
 
9/12: How can we archive the city? 
Field Trip: private tour of the Watkinson Archive 
• Appadurai, Arjun. 2006. “The Right to Research.” Globalisation, Societies and Education 4 

(2): 167–168. 
• Donald, J. 2000. “Detectives.” In City A-Z: Urban Fragments, 56-58.  
• Hollands, R.G. 2008. “Will the Real Smart City Please Stand Up?” City 12 (3): 303–307. 
 
9/19: What is the city? What is the archive? 
Assignment: Short Reflection 
Guest: Sue Denning visits from IT to explain Optimal Sort and imagining our online archive 
• Sheringham, Michael, and Richard Wentworth. 2016. “City as Archive: A Dialogue between 

Theory and Practice.” Cultural Geographies 23 (3): 517–523. 
• Hayden, Dolores. 2014. “Urban Landscape History: The Sense of Place & Politics of 

Space.” In PPSR, 82–86.  
• Dittmar, L., & J. Entin. 2016. “Archives & Radical Education.” Radical Teacher 105: 1–6.  
 
9/26: What is the college, and the CLI within it? What is scholar activism? What is community 
learning? 
Guest: Prof. Cheryl Greenberg introduces her class and describes founding of the CLI 
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• Baldwin, Davarian L. 2015. “The ‘800-Pound Gargoyle’: The Long History of Higher 
Education & Urban Development.” American Quarterly 67 (1): 81–103. 

• Samuels, Helen Willa. 1992a. “The Functions of Colleges and Universities: Structure and 
Uses of Varsity Letters,” “Provide Public Service,” and “Promote Culture.” In Varsity 
Letters: Documenting Modern Colleges and Universities, 19-30, 229–242, 244-252.  

• Schrecker, E. 2016. “In the Archives: A User’s Perspective.” Radical Teacher 105: 7–10. 
 
9/29 Required lecture: Marion Werner’s Global Displacements 
 
10/3: What is Hartford? How do we read a city in pieces / as a whole? 
Assignment: Archival Research Essay 
Assignment: upload all finished materials with proper metadata for your individual course 
• Walsh, Andrew. 2013. “Hartford: A Global History.” In Confronting Urban Legacy, 21–45.  
• Benjamin, Walter. 2002. “The Collector.” In The Arcades Project, 203–211. 
• Pile, S., and N. Thrift. 2000. “Technical Note.” In City A-Z: Urban Fragments, 303–310.  
• Donald, J. 2000. “Citizens.” In City A-Z: Urban Fragments, 42–43.  
• Pile, Steve. 2000. “Dreams.” In City A-Z: Urban Fragments, 59–60.  
 
10/17: How do we conduct urban research? 
• de Certeau, M. 2014. “Walking the City.” In PPSR, 237–240.  
• Grabar, Henry. 2014. “Smartphones and the Uncertain Future of ‘Spatial Thinking.’” 

CityLab. September 9.  
• Cloke, Paul, et al. 2004. “Talking to People” and “Doing Ethnographies.” In Practising 

Human Geography, 123-130, 169–171, 191-199.  
• Debord, Guy. 2014. “Theory of the Derive and Preliminary Problems in Constructing a 

Situation.” In PPSR, 65–70.  
 
10/24: What is/can/should the public archive be?  
• Manoff, Marlene. 2004. “Theories of the Archive from Across the Disciplines.” Libraries 

and the Academy 4 (1): 9–25. 
• Jimerson, Randall. 2007. “Archives for All: Professional Responsibility and Social Justice.” 

The American Archivist 70 (2): 252–81. 
• Blokland, Talja. 2014. “You Got to Remember You Live in Public Housing: Place-Making in 

an American Housing Project.” In PPSR, 163–167.  
• Dovey, Kim. 2014. “Tall Storeys.” In PPSR, 111–115.  
 
10/31: Asylum Hill Field Trip 
Field Trip: Walk of Asylum Hill neighborhood with community activist and leader Jennifer 

Cassidy, identical to the one the Digital Image of the City took in 2016 
• Ellison, Julie. 2013. “Guest Column: The New Public Humanists.” PMLA 128: 289–298. 
• Jacobs, Jane. 2014. “The Uses of Sidewalks: Contact.” In PPSR, 237–240.  
• Dougherty, Jack, and contributors. 2017. “Excerpts tbd.” In On The Line. Amherst, MA: 

Amherst College Press. http://ontheline.trincoll.edu/book/.  
 
11/7: How do we account for urban change? How do we account for collegial stagnation? 
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Assignment: Creative Project 
Assignment: upload all finished materials with proper metadata for your group course 
• Smith, Neil. 2014. “Class Struggle on Avenue B: The Lower East Side as Wild Wild West.” 

In PPSR, 314–320.  
• Cahill, Caitlin. 2006. “‘At Risk’? The Fed Up Honeys Re-Present the Gentrification of the 

Lower East Side.” WSQ: Women’s Studies Quarterly 34 (1/2): 334–363. 
• Fields, Desiree. 2017 (forthcoming). “Unwilling Subjects of Financialization.” International 

Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 
• Merrill, James. 2008. “An Urban Convalescence.” In James Merrill: Selected Poems. 
 
11/14: How do we speak about the people and for the people? Wait, who are the people? 
Field Trip: by this date, attend any one of the optional field trips 
• Young, Iris Marion. 2014. “City Life and Difference.” In PPSR, 247–252.  
• Ruddick, Sue. 2014. “Constructing Difference in Public Spaces: Race, Class, and Gender 

as Interlocking Systems.” In PPSR, 7–11.  
• Halberstam, J. 2014. “The Brandon Archive.” In PPSR, 92–96.  
• Gieseking, Jen Jack. 2015. “Useful In/Stability: The Dialectical Production of the Social-

Spatial in the Lesbian Herstory Archives.” Radical History Review 2015 (122): 25–37. 
 
11/21: How does infrastructure ground us, limit us, and set us free?  
• Harvey, David. 2013. “The Right to the City.” In Rebel Cities, 3–26.  
• Simone, AbdulMaliq. 2014. “People as Infrastructure.” In PPSR, 241–46.  
• Iveson, Kurt. 2014. “Putting the Public Back in Public Space.” In PPSR, 187–191.  
• Sorkin, M. 2014. “Traffic in Democracy.” In PPSR, 411–15.  
 
11/28: Debate -- what should the college’s role be in the city? 
• Bruning, S.D., S. McGrew, & M. Cooper. 2006. “Town–Gown Relationships.” Public 

Relations Review 32 (2): 125–30. 
• Wigley, Mark. 2005. “Unleashing the Archive.” Future Anterior: Journal of Historic 

Preservation History 2 (2): 10–15. 
• Pred, Allan. 2014. “The Social Becomes the Spatial… .” In PPSR, 128–32.  
• Said, Edward. 2014. “Invention, Memory, & Place.” In PPSR, 357–60.  
 
12/5: How do we tell the story of the city & the college? What are narrative & storytelling?  
• Arnold, John H. 2000. “…Murder and History.” In History: A Very Short Introduction, 1–14.  
• Woolf, Virginia. 2014. “A Room of One’s Own.” In PPSR, 304-308. 
• Miller, Daniel. 2014. “Migration, Material Culture and Tragedy.” In PPSR, 100–102. 
• This American Life. 2016. The Problem We All Live With (II). http://www.thisamericanlife. 

org/radio-archives/episode/563/the-problem-we-all-live-with-part-two.  
• Cloke, Paul J., et al. 2004. “Explaining.” In Practising Human Geography, 285–306.  
 
12/12: Final Presentations 
 
12/15: Final Papers Due at 3pm 
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Selected Websites, News, Data Sources, and Archives  
• The Atlantic City Lab http://www.citylab.com 
• Next City http://nextcity.org/ 
• Hartford Courant http://www.courant.com/ (back issues via Trinity library site) 
• The Connecticut Mirror http://ctmirror.org/  
• NYTimes City Room http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/  
• NYTimes Bits Blog http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/ 
• NYTimes Tech News http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/  
• Hartford & CT Open Data https://data.hartford.gov/ & https://data.ct.gov/  
• Hartford.info http://hartfordinfo.org/ 
• Tech Meetups in Hartford http://technology.meetup.com/cities/us/ct/hartford/  
• NYC Open Data https://nycopendata.socrata.com/  
• Hartford History Center at Hartford Public Library http://hhc.hplct.org/ 
• HartfordInfo.org http://hartfordinfo.org/Default.asp  
• Jewish Historical Society of Greater Hartford http://www.jhsgh.org/  
• Charter Oak http://www.charteroakcenter.org/index.php/about-us/history/  
• Connecticut Historical Society (located in Hartford) http://www.chs.org   
• CT Digital Collections http://www.cslib.org/iconnsitemap/staff/digitalcollections.aspx 
• Connecticut State Library http://www.ctstatelibrary.org/ 
 
A Sampling of Activist/Community Archives 
• Interference Archive http://interferencearchive.org/  
• Lesbian Herstory Archives http://lesbianherstoryarchives.org/  
• Internet Archive https://archive.org/index.php 
• Activist Video Archive http://www.activistvideoarchive.org/ 
• ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives http://one.usc.edu/ 
• Mapping the Stacks (MTS) http://mts.lib.uchicago.edu/ 
• XFR Collective https://xfrcollective.wordpress.com/ 
• Women Writers Project http://www.wwp.northeastern.edu/ 
• ACT UP Oral History Project http://actuporalhistory.org/  
• African Activist Archives List http://africanactivist.msu.edu/archives.php  
• Tamiment Library Web Archive: Labor and the Left 

https://www.nyu.edu/library/bobst/research/tam/webarchive.html  
• Discovering Literature: Romantics and Victorians http://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-

victorians/collection-items  
• Photogrammer http://photogrammar.yale.edu/ 
• Richard Pryor’s Peoria http://www.becomingrichardpryor.com/pryors-peoria/ 
• History of the National Mall http://mallhistory.org/ 
• Two Plantations: Enslaved Families in Virginia and Jamaica http://twoplantations.com/  
• Pennsylvania State Digital Collections 

https://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/digital/listatoz.html 
• Mount Holyoke Digital Collections https://www.mtholyoke.edu/lits/find/digital-collections 

 


