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Professor Christopher Hager Introduction to American Literature I 
115 Vernon Street #214 English 104 
860.297.4141 Fall 2017 
christopher.hager@trincoll.edu TTh 10:50 am-12:05 pm 
OFFICE HOURS: TTh 9:45-10:45 am, and by appointment Seabury S-201 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Course Description 
This course introduces students to American literature before 1865 by surveying a wide range of texts—some very 
famous, some little-known—written by and about people living in the present-day United States, from the earliest 
Europeans’ arrival in the Americas until the time of the Civil War. The course will trace political, intellectual, and 
social developments as they interacted with literary culture. Students will both acquire knowledge of American cultural 
history and develop skills of literary analysis. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Texts  • available at Trinity College Bookstore 
Paul Lauter, ed., The Heath Anthology of American Literature, 7th ed. (Wadsworth/Cengage, 2014), vols. A & B. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Course Requirements 
PARTICIPATION: Reading the texts on this syllabus in a quiet room by yourself would offer some distinct 
intellectual rewards. Reading them and listening to me lecture about them would offer a few more. But the 
richest, most dynamic, and pedagogically most effective aspect of this class is your interaction with your 
fellow students. You, your classmates, and I are engaged in a common enterprise—not just to read some of 
the major works of American literature but also to analyze them, argue about them, and discover their 
relevance to the history and culture of the United States and the world. 

You have a double responsibility to contribute your ideas—however inchoate, however seemingly 
rudimentary—to our semester-long conversation. First, you owe your classmates the chance to encounter 
other minds at work; second, you owe yourself the intellectual challenge of participation. Articulating your 
ideas in small- and large-group discussions, precisely because it sometimes is daunting, can incite leaps 
forward in your education. 

It therefore should be (but isn’t quite) unnecessary to spell out basic rules of respect for discussion. I 
expect that you will listen to your peers as attentively as I listen to you. That means you may never leave the 
classroom while someone is speaking (and between me and your peers, someone will be speaking virtually the 
entire time we’re in class together, so use the bathroom before arriving). Cell phones must be silenced 
throughout class. The use of electronic devices is not permitted during class unless I indicate otherwise, or 
unless you have an official letter of accommodation indicating that you must have use of a laptop computer.* 

Discussions in this course will take place sometimes in small groups, sometimes among the entire 
class, and they may continue during my office hours and around campus. You have, therefore, multiple ways 
to manifest your engagement with our collective intellectual enterprise. At the end of the semester, I will 
evaluate that engagement as part of your participation grade. If you ever need to miss a class, arrive late, or 
leave early, please inform me at least one day in advance. 
 
                                                
* Trinity College is committed to creating an inclusive and accessible learning environment consistent with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. If you have approval for academic accommodations, please share your accommodation 
letter during the first two weeks of the semester or a minimum of 10 days prior to needing your accommodations. You 
may choose to email me a PDF copy of your letter. If you do so, please copy Lori.Clapis@trincoll.edu on the email and 
be sure to meet with me privately to discuss implementation of your accommodations. 
 If you do not have a letter, but have a disability requiring academic accommodations, or have questions about 
applying for accommodations, please contact Lori Clapis, Coordinator of Accessibility Resources at 860-297-4025 or 
at Lori.Clapis@trincoll.edu. 



2 

READING: You will enjoy much of what we will read this semester, I am sure, but you also may find yourself 
challenged, strained, even exasperated by some readings. Trust that you are not alone, and trust that as a 
group we will sort out anything you do not understand. And consider that, just as lifting an empty bar will not 
strengthen your muscles, reading that is effortless does not expand your mind. 

Unless otherwise noted, all reading assignments are from The Heath Anthology of American Literature. 
They are indicated on the Calendar by volume letter and page range, e.g. “A 157-170.” All readings are to 
be completed prior to the class meeting for which they are listed. 
 
WRITING: You will undertake several forms of written work in this course, as detailed below. Each 
assignment has its own stipulations and evaluation criteria (see below), but my general policies regarding 
writing assignments are these: 

Your written work should exhibit clarity in its reasoning, proficiency in English grammar and usage, 
complexity of thought, and earnestness of engagement with the intellectual content of the course. ‘A’-quality 
work integrates all four traits in a sophisticated manner. ‘B’ work presents the same characteristics with only 
some limitations. The ‘C’ essay lacks one or two of the four, or is substantially impaired in all. ‘D’ work has a 
minimal claim, and ‘F’ work no credible claim, on the traits described. A detailed explanation of my 
expectations for your writing appears in a handout available on Moodle. 

Late work will not normally be accepted. In special cases, late work may be accepted, but it will be 
penalized five percentage points per day and may receive no written feedback from me. Because writing 
assignments do not have fixed deadlines (as explained below), there are no extensions. All written work must 
be submitted to me in person and on paper. If an occasion arises in which I grant you permission to submit a 
paper via email, please note that your paper has not been received—and that you have not met your 
deadline—until I reply to you confirming that I have successfully opened your file attachment. 
 

Lab Reports: Each of the semester’s 10 units features at least one “lab”—usually an activity in 
which you will be called upon during class to work in a small group on a defined problem. Most of 
the time, you must do a modest amount of reading before class in preparation for a lab. Lab groups 
will be assigned, but they may not stay the same throughout the semester. 
 On three occasions during the semester, you will produce a written report about your lab. 
The deadline for lab reports is the next class session following the lab. No late lab reports will be 
accepted; if you are unable to complete and submit a lab report by the class session immediately 
following the lab, then you must simply wait and write a report on a different, upcoming lab. Lab 
reports are individual assignments. If you choose to write a report on a particular lab, the other 
members of your group need not do the same, and vice versa. But everyone must write three lab 
reports by the end of the semester. Guidelines for writing lab reports are posted on Moodle. 
 
Autobiographical Essay: During Unit 3, 5, 7, or 8 (your choice), you will write a brief narrative of 
an episode from your own life story in the mold of an autobiographical text from our syllabus—either 
Rowlandson’s Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration, Equiano’s Interesting Narrative, Franklin’s 
Autobiography, the “Where I Lived, What I Lived For” chapter of Thoreau’s Walden, or Frederick 
Douglass’s Narrative of the Life. The deadline for the essay is the first class following the conclusion of 
the unit devoted to your chosen text (i.e., Oct. 3, Oct. 24, Nov. 14, or Nov. 28). A full description of 
this assignment is available on Moodle.   
 
Comparative Essay: During any unit following the first one, you will write an essay about two 
anchor texts. Your assignment is to (a) identify something notable and specific that has either 
changed or stayed the same between the time of the earlier text and the time of the later one; and 
(b) explain—based on evidence from within the two anchor texts themselves, from other assigned 
readings, and/or from context presentations—why you think that thing changed in the way it did, 
or why you think it endured despite other historical changes. The deadline for this essay is the first 
class meeting following the conclusion of the unit devoted your second anchor text. You may 
complete this assignment as many times as you wish, in keeping with the above parameters. Only the 
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highest grade earned will count in the end-of-semester calculation of your course grade. A complete 
description of this assignment is available on Moodle. 

 
THE WRITING CENTER: You are encouraged to use the Writing Center, staffed by specially trained Writing 
Associates, to improve your writing—no matter your skill level. Consider taking your writing projects to the 
Writing Center several times during the process of composing, including before you begin. Bring this syllabus 
and any additional assignment guidelines, so that your Writing Associate can see the description and 
expectations for the project you’re working on. To reserve an appointment via the online scheduling system 
use: https://trincoll.mywconline.com/.  The main Writing Center is in room 109 of the English House at 
115 Vernon Street. For more information about hours and Writing Associates, please visit: 
http://writingcenter.trincoll.edu. Drop-ins are welcome. 
 
PRESENTATION: At the beginning of the semester, each of you will sign up to give an oral presentation on a 
topic in the historical or cultural context of American literature. These small-group presentations require you 
to collaborate with two or three of your peers outside of class; do some basic background research; and plan a 
concise presentation of your findings to the class. On the appointed day, you and the other members of your 
group will provide an overview of your topic and spark a discussion of its implications using a Pecha Kucha-
style slide presentation—that is, a presentation consisting of 20 slides, each of which is displayed for exactly 
20 seconds. (You can learn more about Pecha Kucha, and find suggestions on how to create an effective 
presentation of this sort, by following the links posted on Moodle.) Following each 6 minute, 40 second 
presentation, you should be prepared to spend five additional minutes responding to questions from the class. 
Your classmates will evaluate your presentation based on how much they learned from it. You are invited to 
consult with me in advance about how to approach your particular topic. Additional information about this 
assignment is available on Moodle. 
 
EXAMS & QUIZZES: Your midterm exam, final exam, and reading quizzes together account for more than a 
third of your semester grade. (The quizzes are meant to jump-start your brain at the start of class, not to 
stump you.) Exams and quizzes cannot be rescheduled, and missed exams and quizzes cannot be made up, 
but I will drop your lowest quiz score in the calculation of your semester quiz grade. 
 
COMMUNICATION: I sometimes will make important announcements to the class via email. You are 
responsible for checking your Trinity email account at least once each weekday. You may in turn expect me 
to reply with reasonable promptness to questions you direct to me via email. Please communicate to me any 
difficulties you encounter in your work for this course, so that we can address them together. If inclement 
weather forces me to cancel a class meeting, I will notify you of the cancellation via email no later than 9:00 
a.m. on the day of class (and earlier if possible). 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: You are responsible for acquainting yourself with college rules on Intellectual 
Honesty in the Student Handbook (see http://www.trincoll.edu/SiteCollectionDocuments/StudentHandbook.pdf). 
If you have questions about these rules, I encourage you to discuss them with me. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Computation of Final Grades
participation 5% 

(incl. classroom discussion & presentation evaluations) 
10 quizzes 10% 
context presentation 10% 
3 lab reports 15% 

autobiographical essay  10% 
comparative essay  15% 
midterm exam 15% 
final exam 20%
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CALENDAR OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS 
 

week 1 
INTRODUCTION 

T — 5 Sept  orientation 

Th — 7 Sept  lecture/discussion 
• Frederick Jackson Turner, from The Significance of the Frontier in American History [A 139-40] 
• Annette Kolodny, from “Letting Go Our Grand Obsessions: Notes Toward a New Literary 

History of the American Frontiers” [A 141] 
week 2 

UNIT 1:  DISCOVERY & CONTACT / CONTACT & DISCOVERY 
anchor text: the Relation of Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca (ca. 1542)  
 
T —  12 Sept  lecture/discussion 

• Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, from Relation of. . . [A 147-61] 
• Christopher Columbus, from Journal of the First Voyage to America (ca. 1492) [A 122-32] 
• Adriaen Van der Donck, from A Description of the New Netherlands (ca. 1650s) [A 351-58] 
• “The Arrival of the Whites” (Lenape-Delaware) [A 78-84] 
• Handsome Lake (Seneca), “How America Was Discovered” [A 893-95] 
reading quiz 

Th —  14 Sept  lab 1 
• Don Antonio de Otermín, “Letter on the Pueblo Revolt of 1680” (ca. 1680s) [A 249-58] 
• “The Coming of the Spanish and the Pueblo Revolt” (Hopi) [A 259-63] 
context presentation: Roanoke Colony 

week 3 
UNIT 2:  ORIGINS OF ANGLO-AMERICA 
anchor text: John Winthrop, “A Modell of Christian Charitie” (1630) 
 
T — 19 Sept  lecture/discussion 

• Winthrop, from “A Modell of Christian Charitie” [A 378-89] 
• John Smith, from A Description of New England (1616)  [A 315-17, 323-26] 
• George Alsop, “Trafique is Earth’s Great Atlas” (1666)  [A 600-01] 
• James Revel, “The Poor, Unhappy Transported Felon” (ca. 1680s)  [A 341-49] 
reading quiz 

Th — 21 Sept  lab 2 
• William Bradford, from Of Plymouth Plantation (ca. 1650)  [A 397-421] 
context presentation: Pequot War 
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week 4 
UNIT 3: PURITAN COMMUNITY: THE ERRAND AND ITS STRAINS 
anchor text: Mary White Rowlandson, The Soveraignty and Goodness of God, Together 

With the Faithfulness of His Promises Displayed; Being a Narrative of the Captivity and 
Restauration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson (1682) 

 
T — 26 Sept  lecture/discussion 

• Rowlandson, from A Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration [A 480-514] 
• “Alphabet,” from The New England Primer (ca. 1683) [A 467-469, 477-78; also see third image 

in “Image Gallery” preceding page A 1] 
• Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (1741) [A 723-35] 
reading quiz 

Th — 28 Sept  lab 3 
• Anne Bradstreet, “In Memory of My Dear Grandchild Elizabeth Bradstreet” and “On My 

Dear Grandchild Simon Bradstreet” (ca. 1678) A 437-38, 450-51]; Mary Rowlandson, 
“Third Remove” of Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration. . . [reread A 490-93]; and 
Jane Colman Turell, “[Lines on Childbirth]” (1741) [A 824, 826] 

context presentation: Banishment of Anne Hutchinson 

week 5 
UNIT 4:  REVOLUTION 
anchor text: Thomas Jefferson, “Declaration of Independence” (1776) 
 

T — 3 Oct  lecture/discussion 
• Jefferson, “Declaration of Independence” [A 1157-62] 
• Thomas Paine, from Common Sense (1776) [A 1045-53] 
• Abigail Adams, March 31 letter to John Adams (1776) [A 1069] 
• Judith Sargent Murray, “On the Equality of the Sexes” (1790) [A 1297-99, 1305-13] 
reading quiz 

Th — 5 Oct  lab 4 
• Prince Hall, “Petition of a Great Number of Negroes” (1777) [A 1162-63]; Seneca Falls 

Declaration of Sentiments (1848) [B 2477-79]; Mississippi Declaration of Secession (1861) 
[on Moodle] 

context presentation: Haitian Revolution 

week 6 
UNIT 5: THE ENLIGHTENMENT 
anchor text: Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or 

Gustavus Vassa, the African; Written by Himself (1789)  
 
T — 10 Oct  Trinity Days (no class—read for Thursday!) 
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Th — 12 Oct  lecture/discussion 

• Olaudah Equiano, from The Interesting Narrative [A 1259-97] 
• Benjamin Franklin, from The Autobiography (1774-1791) [A 910-12, 935-58 (read as far as the 

paragraph about the fish), 983-94] 
reading quiz 

week 7 
T — 17 Oct  lab 5 

• Phillis Wheatley, “To the Right Honorable William, Earl of Dartmouth”; “On Being 
Brought from Africa to America”; “To the University of Cambridge, in New England” 
(1773); and “To His Excellency General Washington” (1776) [A 1348-50, 1352-53, 1357, 
1359, 1361-62] 

context presentation: Amistad Rebellion 
midterm review 

Th — 19 Oct  midterm exam 

week 8 
UNIT 6: “THE COURSE OF EMPIRE” 
anchor text: Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” (1820) 
 
T — 24 Oct  lab 6 

• Thomas Jefferson, from Notes on the State of Virginia (1785) [A 1080-1101] 
• J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur, from Letters from an American Farmer (1782) [A 1006-07, 

1014-27] 
• Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition (1805) [A 1186-89, 1194-1205] 
• James Madison, The Federalist, No. 10 (1787) [A 1118-21, 1126-31] 
reading quiz 

Th — 26 Oct   lecture/discussion 
• Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” [B 2505-19] 
• James Fenimore Cooper, from The Pioneers (1823) [B 2541-44, 2552-59] 
• Caroline Kirkland, from A New Home—Who’ll Follow? (1839) [B 2582-84, 2586-94] 
• Lydia Sigourney, “Fallen Forests” (1854) [B 1781-83, 1794-95] 
• Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, from Recuerdos históricos y personales tocante a la alta California 

(1875),[B 1758-69] 
context presentation: Indian Removal Act of 1830 

week 9 
UNIT 7: ROMANTICISM 
anchor text: Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854) 
 
T — 31 Oct  lecture/discussion 

• Thoreau, from Walden: “Where I Lived, and What I Lived For,” “Higher Laws,” and 
“Spring” (1854) [B 1976-79, 1996-2025] 

• “Speech of Chief Seattle” (1855) [B 1639-43] 
reading quiz 
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Th — 2 Nov  lab 7 
• Ralph Waldo Emerson, from Nature (1836) [B 1822-28] 
context presentation: Second Great Awakening  

week 10 
T — 7 Nov  lecture/discussion 

• Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The Minister’s Black Veil” (1836) and “The Birth-mark” (1843) [B 
2603-06, 2631-53] 

• Edgar Allan Poe, “The Tell-Tale Heart” (1843)  [B 2691-93, 2727-31] 
reading quiz 

Th — 9 Nov  lab 8 
• Emily Dickinson, #435: “Much Madness is divinest Sense”; #632: “The Brain—is wider 

than the Sky—”; #657: “I dwell in Possibility”; #670: “One need not be a Chamber—to 
be Haunted”; #754: “My Life had stood—a Loaded Gun” (1860s) [B 3343-47, 3358, 
3364, 3366, 3366-67, 3369-70] 

context presentation: Nat Turner’s Rebellion 
week 11 

UNIT 8: HOUSES DIVIDED: SLAVERY AND SECTIONAL TENSION 
anchor text: Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American 

Slave (1845) 
 
T — 14 Nov   lecture/discussion 

• Douglass, Narrative [B 2163-2234] 
reading quiz 

Th — 16 Nov   lab 9 
• Harriet Jacobs, from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861) [B 2238-66] 
context presentation: Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 

week 12 
T — 21 Nov   lecture/discussion 

• Harriet Beecher Stowe, from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) [B 2770-2802] 
• George Fitzugh, from Sociology for the South (1854) [B 2293-2295] 
• William Wells Brown, from Clotelle (1857) [B 2833-46]  
context presentation: Caning of Charles Sumner 
reading quiz  

Th — 23 Nov  Thanksgiving recess—no class 
week 13 

UNIT 9: INDIVIDUALS & DEMOCRACY 
anchor text: Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1855) 
 
T — 28 Nov  lecture/discussion 

• Whitman, from Leaves of Grass [“Song of Myself”] [B 3218-22, 3238-86] 
reading quiz  



8 

Th — 30 Nov   lab 10 

• Whitman, continued 
context presentation: Young America 

week 14 
UNIT 10: THE CIVIL WAR 
anchor text: Abraham Lincoln, “Second Inaugural Address” (1865) 
 
T — 5 Dec   lecture/discussion 

• Julia Ward Howe, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” (1862) [B 3075-76] 
• John Greenleaf Whittier, “At Port Royal” (1862) [B 1927-29, 1936-39] 
• Lincoln, “Gettysburg Address” (1863) and “Second Inaugural Address” (1865) [B 2391-95] 
• Mary Boykin Chesnut, from Mary Chesnut’s Civil War (January 16-17, 1865) [B 2368-77] 
• Walt Whitman, “The Wound Dresser” (1865) [B 3308-11] 

Th — 7 Dec   lab 11  
• John Brown, from “Last Speech and Letters” (1859) [B 2103] 
• Henry David Thoreau, “A Plea for Captain John Brown” (1859) [B 2034-2051] 
• “John Brown’s Body” (1860s) [B 3157] 
• Herman Melville, “The Portent (1859)” (1866) [B 3040] 
• J.S. Curry, “Tragic Prelude” (ca. 1940) [shown in class] 
context presentation: “Bleeding Kansas” 

 
M — 11 Dec  lab 11 reports and/or Unit 10 comparative essays due at my office between 

10:00 am and 1:00 pm 
 
T — 19 Dec  final exam at 12:00 pm 
 


