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American Studies 835/435: Museum & Library Exhibitions 

Fall 2017 
Watkinson Library 

Wednesdays 6:30–9:30pm 
 
One of the best ways to learn about and promote collections, and to explore a subject or theme, is 
to create an exhibition. This is a genre in and of itself—with its own rules of style, standards of 
content and measures of impact. Drawing from sources in the Watkinson Library, students will 
conceive a topic/theme/subject which can be supported by the collections, identify a body of 
secondary literature and research the subject, choose no less than 20 objects which exemplify 
key aspects, and write descriptions and place them in a story-arc which constitutes an exhibition 
(online using Omeka, and in physical cases in the Watkinson). Furthermore, students will 
collaborate to produce an illustrated publication to accompany the exhibition, plan and 
participate in an opening event at the end of the semester in the Watkinson, and raise funds 
through social media to meet the design & printing costs of the publication, and also catering 
costs for the event. 
 
By the end of this course you should be able to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between exhibition theory and practice 
• Articulate the function of an exhibition in various institutional contexts 
• Analyze, critique, and evaluate an exhibition based on its stated or implied intent 
• Organize and manage the core processes of curating an exhibition and executing an 

accompanying publication 
• Plan and implement basic fundraising and event planning for an exhibition 

 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 

• Barry Lord, Manual of Museum Exhibitions (2nd ed., 2014) 
• Beverly Serrell, Exhibit Labels: An Interpretive Approach (2nd ed., 2015) 

 
 
REQUIREMENTS / ASSIGNMENTS 
 

** Bring a laptop or tablet to class—whatever device you use to write** 
 
Participation (20%) 

• Includes attendance, writing responses, engagement in class, and meeting all deadlines. 
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• Substantive responses of at least 300 words will be due by 4:30pm on each class day on 
the assigned readings (weeks 2-5) and then on the readings you select in your Literature 
Review (weeks 6-11). 

 
Trial run: “mini-exhibition” using Omeka (20%) 

• Students will create a small exhibition on ANY topic of their choosing—something they 
are already “experts” in, using Omeka.net (10 items minimum), to familiarize themselves 
with the tool and the process before committing to their major project. 

 
Literature Review (20%) 

• Once a topic is chosen, students will submit a bibliography of sources related to that 
topic. Summaries of a total of six (6) of those sources will be due before class during 
weeks 6 & 7 (summarize three sources each session).  

 
Creating your exhibition (40%) 

• Both online using Omeka and a partial, physical installation in the Watkinson, using 
a minimum of twenty (20) items from the collection 

Culminating in an opening EVENT on December 14, 2016 
The students will work both individually and collaboratively to: 

• Identify a theme or topic & submit a list of secondary sources (DUE week 5) 
• Begin researching, requesting and selecting items; composing labels for items—for both 

physical and online versions (weeks 6-12) 
• Plan and implement promotion and fundraising for the show through social media 

(Weeks 6-14) 
• Compose copy for printed brochure, select 3 images (weeks 6-9) 
• Edit, format, print, and cut labels (DUE week 13) 
• Physically install the items and the labels into the exhibition cases (DUE week 14), 

online exhibitions go LIVE 
• Dress up and present your exhibition at the OPENING EVENT 

 
CALENDAR (TBD) 

 


